Welcome to The Gift, a newsletter intended to inform supporters of 
Concordia University of events, issues and accomplishments related 
to fundraising and volunteerism. 


Your investment in Concordia is vitally important. Your gifts help 
the university fulfil its academic mission, create scholarship endow- 
ments, and help build and maintain Concordia’s infrastructure. 


We hope that you, our donors, find this newsletter both informative 
and entertaining. 


For more information on donating to Concordia, contact the Office 
of University Advancement & Alumni Relations, (514) 848-4856, 
alumni@alcor. concordia.ca. 


~ Stanley Mills 


A Selection 
of Our Best 


The Stanley Mills Memorial Purchase 
Prize recognizes emerging artists at 
Concordia while building a strong 
collection of their works 
ie 
oncordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts 
has long been recognized as a 
premier centre of contempo- 
rary artistic development. For the past 
nine years, Concordia has been able to 
collect some of the best works by its 
students thanks to a donation from 
the estate of Stanley Mills for annual 
acquisitions 
Begun in 1994, the Stanley Mills 
Memorial Purchase Prize aims to 
encourage promising young artists 
while at the same time building a rich 
collection of works by some of the 
great artists who have come through 
Concordia. The Mills Jury, composed 
of Peter White, co-executor of the 
Mills Estate, Fine Arts associate dean 
Kathleen Perry and student representa- 
tives, purchases about six works yearly. 
The diverse collection now comprises 
more than 50 works and includes 
paintings, photographs, installation 
films, prints, recorded music and 
filmed choreography and dance. 
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“Each year has produced a wide gamut of splendid In the early 1950s, Mills was a lecturer in Canadian 
works of art,” says White. “I was impressed the history at Sir George. He also taught summer seminars 
first year and have the same good feeling at the on Shakespeare at Bishop’s and the University of British 
vernissages each year, when one of the greatest Columbia. Mills supported education with awards 
pleasures is to meet some of the talented artists.” and bursaries that recognized talent and enthusiasm 
The opening night of last June’s retrospective as much as academic prowess, especially in writing, 
exhibition at Concordia’s Visual Arts Building teaching and music, as well as students with disabilities 
was particularly memorable for the impressive and in financial need. At Concordia, the Stanley Mills 
group of artists brought together, he adds. Foundation has also been a strong supporter of the 


Centre for the Arts in Human Development, helping 
fund the production of three of its acclaimed shows, 
as well as the filming of the final production of last 
year’s The Legend of Pinocchio. 

New selections for the Stanley Mills permanent 
collection are exhibited annually in the Visual Arts 
Building, with the most recent acquisitions shown 
in in January. Some of the collection’s works are on 
permanent display in parts of the university. 

With the wonderful artistic talent at Concordia 
deserving recognition, says White, he anticipates 
with pleasure the Stanley Mills Memorial Purchase 
Prize being awarded in perpetuity. @ 

With original reporting by Kathleen Perry, from 
The Bridge newsletter. 


Historical Snapshot 


One of the Stanley Mills Memorial Purchase Prize 


winning selections: Magic Wands #4 (2000), by is} U j Id i n g a U n ive rs it y Al 


figurative oil painter Doreen Wittenbols, MFA 02, 


winner of the 1997 Governor-General’s Medal. Th p E a rl Y Yea rs 


According to White, the purchase prize keenly Fifty years ago, Sir George Williams College began taking 
reflects the artistic interests of Stanley Mills, recalling steps to build a home of its own 
the debonair Montrealer’s talent for quoting appropri- 
ate Shakespearean lines on demand. A graduate of The following has been adapted and excerpted from Henry 
Bishop’s University, after a stint in the Canadian Navy F, Hall’s The Georgian Spirit: The Story of Sir George 
Mills attended Oxford’s Merton College for a year, Williams University, (1966). 


ic studies. This led to the withdrawal of tuition sup- in the decade following the war. The Board 
port from his father. The young Mills, however, did of Governors grew in size and in standing in 
not find himself in the straits of the average university the community. The faculty was increased as fast as 


where he discovered a passion for acting over academ- T he university underwent rapid development 


dropout. High-born of a family in Montreal’s Golden meagre finances would allow. Some of the faculty 
Mile, founders of the Bank of Montreal, Mills spent members who later played such an important role in 
the immediate ensuing years becoming a warm friend senior positions were appointed during these years. 
and biographer of Lord Beaverbrook and confidant of The postwar influx of students made it very evi- 
Sir Winston Churchill, with whom he yachted and dent that the capacity of the college’s facilities had 
conversed late into the night. been reached. From the early days of the college as 


For more information on donating to Concordia, contact the Office of University 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, (514) 848-4856, alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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a degree-granting institution there had been a 
movement in the direction of a building which 
would provide a “home of its own.” The Montreal 
YMCA had had a large capital campaign in 1928, 

in part for the provision of greater facilities for Sir 
George Williams College. The fundamental equip- 
ment of the college in terms of its modest laborato- 
ries, library and lecture rooms were largely the result 
of this campaign. 

It was not, however, until 1952 that the necessary 
funds were actively sought for the purpose of con- 
structing a suitable building for the college. Extensive 
government financing was not yet in sight and the 


Sir George Williams University’s Norris Building 
addition on Stanley Street, under construction 
in 1959. The original building opened in 1956; 


the sixth floor library and penthouse were added 
in 1959. 


only way the governors saw of securing capital funds 
in sufficient quantity to build was by direct public 
appeal. A public financial campaign was launched 
by the Montreal YMCA, under the chairmanship of 
John B. Frosst and completed under the leadership 
of John A. Fuller. 

In the meantime, plans were under way to erect 
the much-needed building. This major step was not 
undertaken without much discussion of the function 
and place of this developing educational institution 
in the community. Opinions naturally varied. Some 
regarded the college as an upstart which had gained 
recognition overnight. Other observers believing that 
Sir George Williams performed an important func- 
tion, failed to see why its buildings should be placed 
on expensive downtown property. 

In making the important decision, the board 
members were fully conscious that they were proba- 
bly setting a pattern of the institution for a long 
time to come. They were also, no doubt, aware that 
the college was unique in Canada. If the develop- 
ment of evening college works were the main factor, 
then a downtown location seemed to be absolutely 
necessary. This decision was well supported by 
examples such as Northeastern University in Boston, 
New York University in New York and Birbeck 
College in London. 

The leaders of the time were convinced that with 
more adequate support and more suitable physical 
accommodation, a great institution could and should 
be developed. The new building was started in the 
spring of 1954, alongside the YMCA on Drummond 
Street, and ready for occupancy within two years. 

Its formal opening, on April 6, 1956, was marked 
with a ceremony held in the Gerald Walker Birks Hall, 
named for the late Lt. Col. Birks whose legacy had 
been the single largest gift to the building campaign. 


Already full when it opened, in 1964 the new building 
was named the Kenneth E. Norris Building, for the former 
principal of Sir George. The Henry F. Hall Building, which 
opened in 1966, pulled academic and administrative 
offices and the campus west. When the J.W. McConnell 
Building was opened in 1992, the library moved and 
Concordia subsequently vacated the Norris Building. 

In 2001, the building was reborn, newly renovated and 
reopened as part of the expanded downtown YMCA. @ 


¢¢1 am the mother of a three-year-old girl and | have been trying hard to be a good mother to my daughter 

and to be a good student as well. This award means a lot to me, both financially and morally, and will 

significantly improve my situation and help me to buy the books and other materials for my courses. ”? 
— Concordia student and bursary recipient 
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A Lasting Legacy 

Irving Tait’s leadership in Be the university in the 

postwar boom continues to influence generations of students 

sth ee he A en 
s the foundations are laid for Concordia’s 
current downtown renaissance, a new bursary 
endowment is evoking the leading role of 

Irving Tait in shaping the university’s place in 

Montreal during its earlier downtown expansion 

of the 1950s and ’60s. 

An engineer who designed and built explosive 
plants during both world wars, Irving Tait had a dis- 
tinguished career as chief engineer for the company 
that later became CIL, where he supervised the design 
and construction of many plants. A longtime member 
of the Sir George board of governors (1953-1973), Tait 
was instrumental in the university’s physical plan- 
ning and growth. Tait made a lasting impact as chair 
of the building committee, coordinating construction 
of the university’s first building of its own, the Norris 
Building on Drummond Street, and the development 
of the Henry F. Hall Building on de Maisonneuve 
Boulevard. Additionally, through his professional 
connections, Tait secured the equipment for Sir 
George’s first chemistry lab. Concordia awarded 
Tait an honorary doctorate in 1976. 

Elinor Tait Roast, S BSc 46, who is creating the 
Dr. Irving R. Tait Bursary Endowment, credits her 
father’s involvement with the university as a natural 
combination of his life’s work and his dedication 
to advancing education. “Access to education was 
important to him,” she says. “He went to high school 
and then McGill with the help of scholarships, and 
believed strongly in the importance of getting an 
education, and particularly in the place of Sir George 
Williams University in the Montreal community.” 
The in-course bursary, to be inducted next fall, will 
be awarded annually to a student in engineering and 
computer science, she says, “as a way to remember 
and continue his work.” 

Roast, who attended Sir George during wartime 
years, recalls a small graduating class of about 300, 
because of the large numbers who had enlisted in 
the war and many who moved out west to work 
the prairie farms for harvest season. The current 


atmosphere of momentous growth at Concordia, 

on the other hand, resembles the excitement in the 
university’s postwar years, when a tenfold student 
influx made building for the future critical. Roast, 
whose daughters Diane and Carolyn are also gradu- 
ates of Concordia, says helping students get through 
university is as important as ever. “There are far more 
opportunities for people with a university education 
to get ahead and make a success of their future.” 

Roger Coté, director of Concordia’s Financial Aid 
and Awards Office, says in recent years the university 
has focused on increasing student scholarships and 
bursaries, identifying student awards as one of the top 
priorities in the last capital campaign. Scholarships 
and bursaries at Concordia have been on the rise as 
donors and alumni become aware of the continuing 
need. “There are outstanding students who need to be 
recognized and encouraged to continue to succeed, as 
well as students who are committed to education but 
encountering economic barriers," Coté says. "The 
removal of these barriers makes a powerful difference 
in their lives.” 

Students are very grateful for financial assistance, 
he adds, and many recent graduates, recognizing the 
struggle of being a student, are becoming donors 
themselves. @ 


The Henry F. Hall Building. 


a“ Receiving the bursary helps me to remember that there are possibilities out there and the sky 
is the limit. . . | would hope that everyone who needed this bursary as much as | did was able to 
receive as | did, and for those who did not, | wish and pray for them the best. 77 
— Concordia student and bursary recipient 


